Wilkes County Librarian Report for May / June 2022
ADVOCACY / OUTREACH
· Suzanne attended the VFW Memorial Day Service to read names on the Veterans Roll Call.
· Suzanne presented information about Summer Reading & Fun Fridays@ the Library, NCReads22, and the Wilkes County Library’s Veteran History Project at Wilkesboro’s Town Council Meeting on June 6 and at the Wilkes County Commissioners Meeting on June 21.
· Suzanne and Mara Lynn attended the Metrolina Library Conference, in Charlotte NC, to present information about the Libraries & Veterans National Forum ToolKit
· Suzanne visited Washington D.C. at American Library Association’s Annual Conference (June 24 – 27) to join a panel discussion on how Libraries Are Serving Veterans
· Suzanne and Nicole attended a ‘Battle of the Books Community Response Meeting’ on June 13 
· The library encouraged community participation with National Towel Day (in honor of Douglas Adams, author of Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy).  Roughly 157 towels and washcloths collected and donated by library staff and patrons to the Catherine Barber Homeless Shelter. 

PROGRAMS
· Summer Reading launched on June 6 and so far (as of June 29) there are 583 registered users.
· Driving with the Devil NC READS 22 
· FUN Fridays takes place every Friday during the summer from 10-2.  Patrons enjoy popcorn, games, and activities on the top floor. 
· In recognition of African-American Music History Month, the library co-hosted a concert with the Heritage Museum and Arts Council on June 25, featuring Ryan Barber and Boogie Therapi.
· “Miss Juneteenth” was featured on the library’s community room screen at 2:00 p.m. on June 18.  A former beauty queen turned hard working single mom prepares her rebellious teenage daughter for the Miss Juneteenth pageant, hoping to keep her from repeating the same mistakes in life that she made.
· A grant was submitted to the Freedom to Read Foundation for funding to assist with programming for Banned Books Week (Sept 18-23).  Plans are to hold a parade in partnership with the Wilkes Art Council and a reception at Dom’s Bakery with selected readings from ‘banned books.’  Although the grant was not funded, partners are still on board to assist with an awareness campaign. 
· Benton Hall partnered to share its venue for showcasing Bright Star Theater’s special performance of The Little Mermaid, for a well-attended summer reading program.  





FINANCES & RESOURCES
· A Bright Ideas Grant for $5000 was awarded and earmarked for printing the first (annual) Wilkes Library Veterans History Project.
· Wilkes Literacy will be sharing resources for low-level, high-interest reading materials to serve adult literacy needs.
· The Library’s Endowment Committee met in May to review its donor spreadsheet and approve design for a Giving Report brochure (to be mailed as the annual donor campaign).  The next meeting is scheduled for July 10 to review ideas and plan for a donor appreciation event. 
· A grant was submitted to the Freedom to Read Foundation for funding to assist with programming for Banned Books Week (Sept 18-23).  Plans are to hold a parade in partnership with the Wilkes Art Council and a reception at Dom’s Bakery with selected readings from ‘banned books.’ 

FACILITIES
· The Town of North Wilkesboro awarded the library a façade grant for up to $2000 to be used for pressure-washing the library’s building and cleaning its dome roof.
· Staff met with a furnishing consultant to discuss refurbishing the library’s upstairs space.  An interior design consultant was also contacted to recruit services for helping with the renovation project.  A formal improvement plan is still underway and will be presented for matching funds.
· New sliding doors are in production and will be installed soon . . .
· A Paper-White Maple was planted outside the children’s garden in memory of Rose Herring.

STAFF/VOLUNTEERS
· Nicole will be out for knee-replacement surgery and is planning to do some things from home.  She is also attending a virtual Evergreen Conference. 
· Daniel Edmiston began an internship with the library and will be helping with the VHP
· Nominees are being recruited to serve on the library’s local board.

LOOKNG AHEAD
· Benjamin Barker will be entertaining with his hammered dulcimer on July 23
· FOL will be hosting an Antique Road Show on August 20 (tickets on sale $20)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Plans underway now to bring Michael Almond back to talk about his book, The Tannery, at 11:00 a.m. on August 27




