Wilkes County Librarian Report for March / April 2026 
ADVOCACY / OUTREACH 
During March and April, library staff remained active throughout the community through advocacy and outreach efforts that connected hundreds of residents with library programs and services. Amber represented the library during career days at Millers Creek, Mulberry, and Mt. Pleasant schools, and visited Moravian Falls Elementary to share information about the library and Summer Reading Programs with 3rd and 4th graders. Combined with a Pre-K visit, these outreach efforts reached more than 700 elementary students. 

Suzanne attended a Vietnam Day Event at VFW Post 1142 on March 28 to promote veteran programming and the library’s veteran history project.  Janina was also there to promote the children’s America 250 Pageant. 

Suzanne and Taylor visited Rose Glen Assisted Living to present library programs and resources to residents, while Suzanne and Janina attended the season’s first Farmers Market to promote library happenings and support children rehearsing for the America 250 Children’s Pageant through music and community engagement. Amber also participated in a Connect Wilkes event hosted by the Wilkes Health Foundation to share information about summer activities and the Imagination Café.

Comparative Stats: 
	 
	March 2025 
	March 2026 

	Door Count 
	6935 
	7559 

	Adult Patrons 
	18131 
	18886 

	Juvenile Patrons 
	24552 
	26619 

	
	April 2025
	April 2026

	Door Count
	6473
	7262

	Adult Patrons
	18174
	18928

	Juvenile Patrons
	24556
	26624




PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
Beatrix Potter Day was a tremendous success, with special thanks to Ms. Nan from Traphill for bringing Beatrix Potter to life for attendees. The event welcomed more than 60 participants for Story Time, nearly 80 children for Toddler Messy Art, led by Traci, and more than 30 participants for Bunny Races, creating a day full of creativity, imagination, and fun for families. 
Additional youth programs included Bunny Races for older children featuring racing and hopping rabbit-themed crafts, as well as Avian Day, where participants built birdhouses and created suet eggs to support local birds.
In partnership with Wilkes Recovery Revolution and funded by Wilkes Health Foundation and VAYA Health, the library hosted a Reentry Simulation Event on March 27. During the event, Jeff Walker shared his personal reentry story, while community volunteers facilitated various stations that participants visited throughout the program. This experience allowed attendees to understand the obstacles and difficulties faced when reentering society after incarceration. Those who participated reflected on the activity and gained a new perspective on the real struggles involved in reclaiming life "on the outside." The event emphasized the importance of understanding and the need for second chances.
The Pen Pal Club also launched with enthusiastic community response, attracting 36 participants — including 10 adults and 26 children — and creating meaningful connections through letter writing. 
Emily expanded literacy and gardening resources by developing a new LibGuide for the Seed Library. 
Adult programming remained equally vibrant with educational, creative, and historical offerings. The Wilkes Genealogy Society presented Genealogy for Beginners, helping patrons explore family history research. Jess launched a journaling workshop series with weekly sessions, while Tech Tuesday continued to assist patrons in navigating technology needs. Local history and literary programs included Paper Trails—Unearthing Wilkes History with Jason Duncan, an Annie Woodford poetry talk, and special author visits from Sonya Gilreath, author of No More Wounds: Living Beyond What Was, and Randall Jones, author of In the Footsteps of Daniel Boone.  Wendy collaborated with Wilkes Art Gallery to host an afternoon of music, poetry, and readings by and about North Carolinian creators!
FACILITY, FINANCES & RESOURCES 
The library's endowment fund with The Winston-Salem Foundation received $2,800 in gifts during March, and in April, there was another gift of $1,500. The endowment council aimed to raise $10,000 through the giving campaign.

Shew Electric replaced lights on the lower level with LED fixtures.  The expense was less than expected, leaving enough money in the Building Improvements budget to pay for pressure washing the library building.  Other money saved from the renovation will cover the cost of new furnishings for the children’s department.

STAFF/VOLUNTEERS/TRAINING 
Taylor received a grant to attend PLA in April and was able to attend the conference in Minnesota.  Highlights included topics on ethical advocacy, community-centered service, strategic planning, and resilience-building.
Suzanne announced plans to retire at the end of June.  She will continue, as a volunteer, to complete Volume 4 of the library’s Veteran History Project.  She also plans to volunteer one day a month at Traphill Library to continue facilitating the monthly Reading Trap Book Club through the end of the calendar year.
SAVE-THE-DATE 
· Farmers Market Outreach scheduled for May 16 . . . stop by and say hello 
· Jason Duncan will present his new book, Wilkesboro the First Fifty Acres, on May 23 at 10:30 am
· The library is closed on May 25 for Memorial Day
· Victoria is leading a series of art classes each week in June. 
· Imagination Café will be open June 8 – 26, in partnership with Wilkes County Schools.
· The summer reading theme this year is "Unearth a Story," inviting readers of all ages to explore the past, uncover hidden stories, and discover worlds beneath the surface. The kick-off takes place on June 6 with a program featuring Liz Pardue.  Liz Z Pardue is an award-winning storyteller, writer, and director from North Carolina, where she has spent almost 40 years collecting and sharing Southern history through its lore. She is currently touring North Carolina with her "Keep NC Weird" and "Tarheel Terrors" speaking series.
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Singing patriotic songs at Yadkin Valley Farmers Market
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